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that assuming the role of a Desika (teacher), he was
cheating the world at large as though he was a great
jnanin solely devoted to the Lord. Excluding references
stemming from his humility, one can conclude that
Parasara was certainly a desika of great religious and
philosophical standing of his times. It may also be noted
that Parasara was a pragmatic man who had independent
and frank views in the conduct of the day-to-day ritual
connected with the temple. As recorded in tradition,
Parasara once resented the trivial excuses on which the
priests of the Srirangam temple wanted to perform an
elaborate purificatory ceremony. One of the traditional
views is that Parasara was a great exponent of the school
recognised and authorised by Ramanuja himself to carry
on his work. That his life, activities and compositions
became an integral part of the Srivaisnava tradition is
clear from the recitation of the stotra-s and the
Timmanjanakkavi-s even today in the temple worship.

An in-depth study of all the available compositions
of Parasara reveals that he was an original thinker who
has made very rich contributions to the growth and
development of the Srivaisnava religious thought. He was
in the order of great writers of the school like Nathamuni
and Yamuna. Like the Nyayatattva of Nathamuni (which
is lost to posterity but for a few fragments) and the
Siddhitraya of Yamuna, Parasara also composed the
monumental treatise the Tattvaratnakara ('an ocean of
tattva-s9].

The fragments which are collected and studied in
the present book provide a wealth of information of his
views regarding several topics in the fields of Nyaya
and Mimamsa. Although a complete picture of his opinion
on several of these topics could not be formed, it is
still evident that he represented a very bold and
independent thinking on several issues. For instance he